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What’s New in English Language Arts… 
Welcome to ELA 5/6 with Mrs. McGee! I am excited to be back in the classroom teaching my 

absolute favorite subject area. Our focus for January will be on developing our understanding and 
knowledge of literary elements. We will explore these through various short stories,  short films and 
then lead into a novel study. Opportunities to respond to text and various media will also be an 
important part of our writing. 

2.3 Understand Forms, Elements and Techniques 
● Identifies literary techniques and elements (e.g setting, point of view, figurative language, etc) 

 
Students will also be engaged in preparing for their first TUSC Presentations (Totally 

Unbelievable Speaking Club) and Book Reports as part of their monthly learning expectations.  

4.3 Present and Share 
● Speaks clearly and audibly for specific purpose and audience 

 
Our Writer’s Workshop will focus on personal narratives and writing that comes from our “memory 
pocket”. We will also be introducing the traits of writing and reviewing the narrative diamond. 

I’ve summarized  the English Language Arts Program of Studies to help students and parents better 
understand the learning objectives for this subject area. 

 Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent:  

● to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences. 
● to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media 

texts. 
● to manage ideas and information. 
● to enhance the clarity and artistry of communication. 
● to respect, support and collaborate with others. 



What’s New in Mathematics… 
Grade 5 - Unit 3: Multiplying and Dividing Whole Numbers 

In this unit students will be expected to quickly find basic multiplication facts to 81 and know their 

related division facts so that they can multiply a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number.  They will be 

using different strategies to estimate products and quotients and will also be dividing 3-digit numbers 

by 1-digit numbers.  Please have your child practice their basic multiplication facts at home so that 

they can experience greater success with each new task and strategy that is taught. 

KLO: Understands, recalls and applies multiplication and related division facts to 9X9 

KLO: Models and solves multiplication problems (2-digit by 2-digit) 

KLO: Models and solves division problems (3-digit by 1-digit) 

Grade 6 - Unit 3: Decimals 

This unit is all about decimals and teaches students to use proper place value terminology , how to 

estimate using front-end estimation, benchmarks and comparable numbers, and has students 

multiplying and dividing decimal numbers.  Students should be practicing their multiplication facts at 

home because they need to complete most problems without the help of a calculator. 

KLO: Represents, describes and models numbers less than one thousandth. 

KLO: Solves problems with whole numbers and decimal numbers. 

KLO: Uses estimation strategies, such as benchmarks and referents, in context to solve problems. 

 
 

What’s New in Science… 
 
Grade 5 - Electricity and Magnetism 
 
This month, the grade 5s  will continue their unit on Electricity. They will have a chance to 
learn about circuits through the use of our circuit boards.  
KLO: Demonstrates and explains the characteristics of electricity and describes the 
relationship between electricity and magnetism. 
 

Grade 6 - Air and Aerodynamics 

Students will be learning all about the different properties of air 
and how these properties can be seen in everyday applications. 



They will be performing a variety of experiments and will have the opportunity to delve deeper into 
one aspect of their learning.  Students will create a Science Project for 
a Science Fair which will help them to prove that air exists.   

We will learn about Bernoulli’s Principle which states that as the 
speed of a moving fluid increases, the pressure within the fluid 
decreases. The forces of flight; lift, thrust, drag, and gravity will help 
to explain how birds and insects are able to fly and we will be looking 
at some of the adaptations that allow them to fly as well. 
KLO: Describe properties of air and the interactions of air with objects in flight. 
KLO: Designs and tests devices that move through air, for flight control and stability. 
 
 

What’s New in Social Studies… 
 
Grade 5 - Histories and Stories of Ways of Life in Canada 
We will be taking a closer look at different groups within Canada and will learn 
about how each of the stories work together to form the history of our beautiful 
country. 
KLO: Examines the ways of life of Aboriginal peoples in Canada 
KLO: Examines the ways of life in New France 
 
Grade 6 - Ancient Athens 

Ancient Athens is known as the “Birthplace of Democracy.”  We are 
investigating why this is so and are finding out about their 
decision-making processes, their class system, gender roles, their 
economy and the land structure which affected all of this.  It is 
important for the students to be able to make connections and recognize 
the similarities and differences between life in Ancient Athens and their 
own life today in Canada.  

KLO: Recognizes how citizens in ancient Athens contributed to government’s decision-making 
KLO: Understands how social structure in ancient Athens impacted citizenship and political structure. 

 

What’s New in Religion… 
 
Students spent the month of December exploring how the symbols and 
rituals of Advent remind us of the coming of Christ and how the birth 
of Jesus brings us hope.  They journalled about how they were going to 



bring hope during the Christmas season and ways that they could share their faith in Jesus.  This 
month, we will be discussing more about how Jesus is the perfect example of love and how we are 
called to follow in his footsteps. 
KLO: Expresses ways that the example of faith and trust in God, set by Mary and the saints, leads us to 
put faith into charitable action 
KLO: Describes ways Jesus is an example of how to express love 
 


